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Administration of William J. Clinton, 1998 / June 23

of Title II could interfere with certain of my
exclusive constitutional powers, and I urge the
Congress to correct these constitutional defi-
ciencies.

For the reasons stated, I am compelled to
return H.R. 2709 without my approval.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
June 23, 1998.

Message to the Senate Transmitting the Niue-United States Maritime
Boundary Treaty With Documentation
June 23, 1998

To the Senate of the United States:
I transmit herewith, for advice and consent

of the Senate to ratification, the Treaty Between
the Government of the United States of America
and the Government of Niue on the Delimita-
tion of Maritime Boundary. The Treaty was
signed in Wellington May 13, 1997. The report
of the Department of State is enclosed for the
information of the Senate.

The sole purpose of the Treaty is to establish
a maritime boundary in the South Pacific Ocean
between the United States territory of American
Samoa and Niue. The 279-mile boundary runs
in a general east-west direction, with the United
States islands of American Samoa to the north,
and Niue to the south. The boundary defines
the limit within which the United States and
Niue may exercise maritime jurisdiction, which
includes fishery and other exclusive economic
zone jurisdiction.

Niue is in free association with New Zealand.
Although it is self-governing on internal matters,

Niue conducts its foreign affairs in conjunction
with New Zealand. Niue has declared, and does
manage, its exclusive economic zone. Therefore,
the United States requested, and received, con-
firmation from New Zealand that the Govern-
ment of Niue had the requisite competence to
enter into this agreement with the United States
and to undertake the obligations contained
therein.

I believe this Treaty to be fully in the interest
of the United States. It reflects the tradition
of cooperation and close ties with Niue in this
region. This boundary was never disputed.

I recommend that the Senate give early and
favorable consideration to this Treaty and advice
and consent to ratification.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,

June 23, 1998.

Message to the Senate Transmitting the Belize-United States Stolen
Vehicle Treaty With Documentation
June 23, 1998

To the Senate of the United States:
With a view to receiving the advice and con-

sent of the Senate to ratification, I transmit
herewith the Treaty Between the Government
of the United States of America and the Govern-
ment of Belize for the Return of Stolen Vehi-
cles, with Annexes and Protocol, signed at
Belmopan on October 3, 1996. I transmit also,
for the information of the Senate, the report

of the Department of State with respect to the
Treaty.

The Treaty is one of a series of stolen vehicle
treaties being negotiated by the United States
in order to eliminate the difficulties faced by
owners of vehicles that have been stolen and
transported across international borders. When
it enters into force, it will be an effective tool
to facilitate the return of U.S. vehicles that have
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